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Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):


As a developed nation without an ongoing civil war, the United States of America is notorious for its astronomical number of people killed by firearms. With his signature sense of angry humor, left-wing activist and filmmaker Michael Moore sets out to explore the roots of this bloodshed. In doing so, he learns that the conventional answers of easy availability of guns, violent national history, violent entertainment and even poverty are inadequate to explain this violence when other cultures share those same factors without the equivalent carnage. In order to arrive at a possible explanation, Michael Moore takes on a deeper examination of America's culture of fear, bigotry and violence in a nation with widespread gun ownership. He also seeks to investigate and confront the powerful elite political and corporate interests fanning this culture for their own unscrupulous gain.
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Questions for Discussion:


Who were some of the people/things that were blamed for the Columbine tragedy?


What arguments does Moore make about the influence of “media effects” on Americans? He cites others, like Matt Stone and Marilyn Manson, too. Do you agree with him/them? Why or why not?


How does Moore present the influence of the news media in particular? Does he agree completely with Glassner or are there differences in their arguments? Do you agree? Why or why not?


Moore compares the US and Canada in terms of violence, gun access, etc. What are his initial theories about this comparison? How does his argument change? What does he find?


How did the Welfare-to-Work program affect Tamarla Owens? How does this relate to his observations about violence, guns, and Americans?
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